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According to an Oct. 19 report by New York-based Standard & Poor's, US cities along the
border with Mexico are spending hundreds of millions of dollars for development projects and
infrastructure upgrade despite uncertainty about legislative ratification of the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). The report said the treaty is expected to provide the greatest
economic benefits for four border cities in Texas. The government of Laredo, Texas, has allocated
US$231 million over the next five years for airport expansion, street repaving, and sewer and water
treatment upgrade. In the Rio Grande Valley, the city of McAllen has opened a third international
bridge, while Brownsville has expanded port facilities, canals and bridges. El Paso, the westernmost
Texas border city, has also opened a new bridge and is modernizing the highway system to service
the 290 maquiladora plants in the region and the expected influx of Mexican tourists. The states of
New Mexico and Arizona are also preparing for the increased economic activity resulting from the
treaty. The city of Tucson, Arizona, hopes to boost tourism and retail sales and offer health services.
Arizona is also upgrading highways. New Mexico is attempting to attract business from companies
located in Ciudad Juarez and plans to invest US$375 million for a border crossing and highway
upgrade. The report said a major project in California related to NAFTA is the planned construction
of a regional airport for San Diego and Tijuana. (Source: Notimex, 10/20/92)
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